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Bringing the Word: Parables of Christ 

7-Day Devotional 

We all love a good story.  Whether you prefer breaking open a new work of fiction or relaxing in 
front of a movie screen, it’s hard to resist a storyline that draws you into the plot and leaves you 

cheering or crying for the protagonist at the end. 

Like many Jewish teachers (called rabbis), Jesus Christ used parables or stories to envelope the 
listeners into His teaching and pointing them to God.  During the first century, rabbis were 

abundant, traveling teachers who attracted a following were common. This teacher, this son of 
a craftsman from Nazareth (in Galilee) was different.  Jesus Christ sat under the divine 

instruction of God the Father, while other rabbis learned from other teachers of the law who 
may have misconstrued or misinterpreted its meaning and application.  Jesus had memorized 
scripture from a young age as all Jewish boys had while going to school at the local synagogue.  

By age thirteen Jesus would have left the school and worked under His earthly father as a 
builder.  The people knew he was from Galilee, a town with the reputation of being made up of 
mostly ignorant fishermen not men who had gone on to study under great rabbis.  Jesus taught 
with a boldness from which the people had never heard, rightly so since His teacher was unlike 

any other of that day. 

For this seven-day devotional, I have chosen various parables recorded in the book of Matthew.  
These parables, I feel, show different aspects of God and being a part of His kingdom or family 
of believers.  Jesus’ parables separated the believers and the unbelievers.  Those who heard 
him teach had a choice whether to accept or reject His Truths.  Those who accepted would 

want to know more and grow in their faith as a part of God’s kingdom of believers.  Those who 
rejected His Words would harden their hearts to further truth. 

   

The choice was before them and remains in front of us: accept God’s Truth or reject it. 

   

Feel free to print these out and use as a part of your own study.  If you don’t have a Bible, there 
Bible apps like “She Reads Truth” or “You Version”. You can also go online to “Bible Hub” or 

“Bible Gateway”.  I encourage you to take notes and dive deeper into God’s Word.  You never 
know what bits of wisdom God may show you in your own time with Him. 

 

 



 

 

Day 1: God, Our Invaluable Treasure 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:44-46 CSB 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and reburied. Then in his joy he goes 
and sells everything he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls. When he found one priceless pearl, he went and sold everything he had and bought it.” 

 

Background: Jesus and his disciples had just left the Sea of Galilee where Jesus had been teaching the crowds. 
They likely went to the home of Peter where they proceeded to ask Jesus to explain the parables He was 

teaching to the people.  In true Jesus fashion, He proceeds with more parables.        

 

Devotion:  Accidents aren’t really something we want to happen.  I’ve had enough car accidents in heavy traffic 
that make me cringe at the thought.  On rare occasions, there are other types of accidents that I wasn’t 

expecting, but thankful.  Years ago, I was in a Bible study with many women I did not know.  One of the ladies 
and I decided to meet for coffee to get to know each other better. Our accidental friendship has developed 

over the years as our paths seemed to cross unexpectedly.  There have been times where it seemed as though 
our friendship was ending, but God would press in on us to rekindle and overcome some difficult challenges.  I 
have had to sacrifice my own pride to dig in and repair the times my mouth has gotten the better of me.  Our 
relationship has withstood because of our personal sacrifices and choosing to walk with one another through 

family trials and painful seasons.  Although our friendship was an accident it was carefully crafted by an all-
knowing God, knowing we would need each other’s support and encouragement in the years that would follow.  

When a treasure is accidentally discovered, it takes great sacrifice to hold onto it.      

The man in the first story discovers a treasure in a field, by accident.  He immediately realizes the value of this 
treasure and sacrifices everything to keep his grasp on his discovery.  Owning and maintaining a field takes 

physical labor, yet the treasure is worth the work in fact, it is “great joy” to him.   

The parable of the pearl is similar in that a surprise was found in the invaluable pearl, yet he searched for his 
treasure.  People spend their entire lives searching for value and purpose.  Nothing we could ever find is worth 

selling all our possessions to gain.  A new car can be wrecked in an instant.  A dream home can be burned to the 
ground.  The perfect job can be ripped from our clutch when a more experienced person comes along.   

However accidental these discoveries may seem, God carefully places the treasure of being a part of His 
kingdom in our lives.  This treasure cannot be bought or earned, it is given to us without any work of our own.  

Believe and receive this accidental gift.  Your life will never be the same.    

 

Read Deeper: Romans 5:15-17 – The treasure of God’s grace 

 



 

 

Day 2: God, Our Compassionate Rescuer 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Focus:  Matthew 18:12-14 CSB 

“What do you think?  If someone has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, won’t he leave the ninety-
nine on the hillside and go and search for the stray?  And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over that sheep 
more than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.  In the same way, it is not the will of your Father in heaven 

that one of these little ones perish.” 

 

Background: Since the beginning of His ministry, Jesus has been addressing the arrogance of the religious 
leaders.  He has been teaching humility, serving one another, love, and mercy.  As if the disciples had not been 

with Him every waking moment over the past few months, they asked Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?”  Using a child as an example, Jesus responds that those who humble themselves as a child 

will be the greatest in the kingdom.  Children don’t have any accomplishments to brag about, they simply 
believe and trust in those who they depend on.  Believers are all children of God and of equal value to Him.  No 

one person is the greatest in the family of God.  This parable further illustrates this point. 

 

Devotion:  The feeling of losing something valuable makes me physically ill.  Whether it is my debit card or 
something someone has entrusted to me, my stomach is in knots until found.  Nothing compares to the feeling 

of losing a child who has wandered away.  Several years ago, my parents and I took my four kids to the small 
local zoo. The cool overcast day had attracted many families.  Instantly, as our group went one direction, my 

son didn’t notice which way we ventured.  It didn’t take long before we realized he was no where around.  My 
father and I began separately and desperately circling the zoo while fear crept into my heart and my head.  For 
forty-five minutes my son escaped our view until I told my Dad to check the parking lot and my van.  When they 

emerged together, my tears erupted into sobs and I embraced my boy.  He had decided to wait for us in the 
van, knowing we would eventually find him there.  

 I have thought about that day many times since then, picturing God rejoicing when someone who strays from 
His kingdom, returns.  His sights never leave us as He watches us make poor choices that take us further and 

further from His will.  We lose sight of what God wants for our lives.  We allow ourselves to be distracted by the 
world and what the world says we should focus on.  The latest phone, a larger home, or filling our lives with too 
much busy-ness can take us further from His kingdom and where He wants us to be.  None of those things are 
horrible, but when we turn our gaze from God and fix it on everything that distracts us, we become lost and 

separated from Him.  God never loses us, we lose sight of Him. 

The shepherd had enough sheep.  Ninety-nine were safe, but he valued the lone sheep as much as the others.  
This is how God feels about each one of us.  We are valued and loved, never out of sight.  Is God within your 
sight? Return to Him.  Keep your eyes on our Shepherd, who is ready to rescue wherever you have strayed. 

Read Deeper:  1 Timothy 1:15-17 – God is patient and merciful          

 



 

 

Day 3: God, Our Faithful Sower   

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Focus:  Matthew 13:24-30 CSB 

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  But while people were 
sleeping, his enemy came, sowed weeds among the wheat, and left.  When the plants sprouted and produced 

grain, then the weeds also appeared.  The landowner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Master, didn’t you sow 
good seed in your field?  Then where did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he told them. ‘So do you 

want us to go and pull them up?’ the servants asked him. ‘No,’ he said.  ‘When you pull up the weeds, you might 
also uproot the wheat with them.  Let both grow together until the harvest.  At harvest time I’ll tell the reapers: 

Gather the weeds first and tie them in bundles to burn them, but collect the wheat in my barn.’” 

 

Background: Jesus had been speaking to a crowd about a sower whose seed fell on different types of ground, 
representing God’s Truth falling on different types of people, those who were not believers versus those who 
are.  Jesus shared the parable of the Wheat and the Weeds.  In this parable the seed represents the believers 

and non-believers.  While similar in appearance, the two will be separated when Jesus returns to gather all the 
believers. We all have a choice, to believe and become a part of God’s family or to not believe and be separated 

from Him forever.     

Devotion:  After thirty minutes of nightly news or scrolling through a news feed, you can’t ignore that evil is all 
around us, making it difficult to believe there is any good in the world at all.  Sometimes evil resides in your own 

family, neighborhood, or within your walls.  I have felt the sting of betrayal and the rage of wanting to punish 
the one involved.  Watching loved ones suffer at the hand of evil makes you want the culprit to feel the pain 

they are inflicting, and then some. I have wanted that person no not even be a part of our lives anymore.     

In this parable, Jesus addresses the believers co-existing with those who cause evil in the world.  God sows the 
good seed that becomes wheat.  Satan sows the bad seed that becomes weeds which can look identical to the 
wheat.  The weeds can not be effectively pulled without ruining the whole crop until it is time for harvest.  The 

wheat is stored, and the weeds are burned.   

When Jesus returns, he will effectively deal with the weeds, those who do evil.  Many may appear to be 
believers but can easily lead others down the wrong path.  My focus needs to be on my faith and character, 

making sure I remain a part of the good crop of wheat.  The only way I can do that is through my relationship 
with the sower, God.  The closer I am to Him, helping me grow and flourish, I know I will be a part of His 

harvest.  Through prayer, reading the Bible, and my relationships with other believers I can continue to grow 
strong in my faith. 

God will take care of those who do evil.  Whether they repent and turn to Him or are left to their own 
destruction, it is between that person and God.  I know how difficult it is to leave the punishment to God, but I 

have found that those feelings of rage and anger only inhibit my growth as a believer.  I can not allow the culprit 
to drive a wedge between me and God.  I want to be a part of that barn, bursting with golden wheat harvested 

by my Master.     

Read Deeper:    Matthew 7:15-23 – Produce good fruit   



 

 

Day 4: God, Our Loving Father   

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 21:28-32 CSB 

“’What do you think?  A man had two sons.  He went to the first and said, ‘My son, go work in the vineyard 
today.’  He answered, ‘I don’t want to,’ but later he changed his mind and went.  Then the man went to the 

other and said the same thing. ‘I will sir,’ he answered, but he didn’t go.  Which of the two did his father’s will?  
They said, ‘The first.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God before you.  For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you didn’t believe him.  Tax collectors 
and prostitutes did believe him; but you, when you saw it, didn’t even change your minds then and believe him.’”  

 

Background:  Jesus entered Jerusalem on his final week before His death.  He knew what was coming, but no 
one else did.  He rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey surrounded by crowds cheering and praising him 
shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  Jesus knew these people who were 

cheering for him were about to crucify him.  The temple leaders asked what authority He had to teach and heal.  
Jesus turned their question around, asking who gave John the Baptist (His cousin who prepared the way for 

Jesus’ ministry) the authority to baptize believers.  They could not answer. Jesus withheld the answer.    If they 
couldn’t accept that God gave John the authority to baptize, they would never accept that God also gave Jesus 

the authority to teach and heal.  Jesus proceeded to tell the parable of two sons. 

Devotion:   In a recent survey by Relevant magazine, young adults were asked why they do not attend or had 
previously left the church.  Answers varied, but 73 percent stated church related concerns, including hypocrisy 
were what kept them from going.  The church’s response is commonly that we are all hypocrites, yet we are all 
forgiven.  While that may be true, churches can and should do better.  I admit to saying one thing and behaving 

differently from time to time.  Even the Apostle Paul struggled with doing what he didn’t want to do.  Yet, as 
believers, we should all be on a path of striving to be less hypocritical.  Our consistent growth in our faith should 

show the fruit of being honest with everyone especially ourselves.   

The parable of the two sons shows them both saying one thing and doing another.  The son who is eventually 
obedient does his father’s will.  The church leaders Jesus was speaking to, preached about obeying God, but 

their actions did not line up with their words.  Jesus infuriates them by saying the lowest members of society, 
prostitutes and tax collectors, will be able to repent and be a part of God’s family. Despite their actions in the 

past, their obedience to God earns a place in the kingdom.         

While hypocrisy will likely always be a part of the church, as I commit to growing in my faith, I hope to develop 
more fruit to make me a little less hypocritical.  The more loving and kinder I become, people will begin to see 

the changes a relationship with God can bring.  If we each focus on our own relationship with God, perhaps 
others’ view of the church can be transformed from a hypocritical religion to growing believers.      

Read Deeper: James 1:19-27 – Be a hearer and a doer     

Source: https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/study-young-people-are-leaving-the-church-due-to-perceived-hypocrisy-and-judgment/ 

 

https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/study-young-people-are-leaving-the-church-due-to-perceived-hypocrisy-and-judgment/


 

 

Day 5: God, Our Merciful Forgiver 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 18:23-33 MSG (Selected phrases for length) 

“The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants.  One servant was brought 
before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars.  He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the 

man, along with his wife, children, and goods, the be auctioned off at the slave market.  The man threw himself 
at the king’s feet and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ Touched by his plea, the king let him off, 
erasing the debt.  The servant came upon one his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars.  He demanded, ‘Pay 
up. Now!’  The man threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’  But he wouldn’t 

do it.  He had him arrested and put in jail.  The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant!  I forgave 
your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow 

servant who asked for mercy?’”  

 

Background: Peter questioned Jesus on behalf of the disciples.  He asked him how many times should he forgive 
someone who sins against him?  Jesus responded that forgiveness should be given seventy-times seven times.  

He uses this parable to represent God’s forgiveness of us and in return we should also forgive others to the 
same degree.     

Devotion:  Forgiveness is often easier said than done.  I would like to think I am a forgiving person, but over the 
years, I can think of too many instances where forgiveness was not what I wanted to bestow on someone else.  

When betrayal hurts, disrespect crushes, and abundant lies destroy forgiveness is not deserved.  My sins against 
others haven’t been so innocent.  My words often escape my mouth before brain and heart have the chance to 

filter them.  I have verbally set fires that aren’t quickly extinguished.   

The king gave his undeserving servant mercy and forgiveness by not punishing him for his debt.  The servant 
was given grace by having his debt cancelled.  The debt would never have been repaid in the man’s lifetime.  

God bestows the same forgiveness, mercy, and grace upon us.  Like the servant, our sins, the choices we make 
against God, are too abundant to ever be repaid.  He chose to forgive us anyway and went beyond that 

forgiveness to cancel out our sin.   

God doesn’t only want us to receive His gifts of mercy and grace, He also wants us to turn around and give the 
same gifts to others. No matter how much I don’t want to forgive, I am indebted to God for releasing me from 

my punishment for my sin.  God sent his Son to us to take our punishment.  God forgives because the 
punishment has already been served by One who was undeserving.  Jesus’ death on the cross frees us from our 
debt of sin to God.  The one who betrayed me has already been forgiven by God.  The one who disrespected me 
has already had her sin erased.  The one who lied has been set free from debt.  By holding on to unforgiveness, 

it’s as if I am telling God that sending his Son to die was unnecessary.  I am thankful for the forgiveness and 
mercy of a loving God and the love of friends who have quickly forgiven me for my thoughtless verbiage.   

 ** While forgiveness is necessary, abuse is inexcusable.  We can forgive the behavior, but there are times when we must remove 
ourselves from repeated abuse.                     

Read Deeper: Ephesians 4 – Forgive One Another 



 

 

Day 6: God, Our Gracious Host  

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 22:8-14 CSB 

“Then he (the king) told his servants, ‘The banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.  Go 
then to where the roads exit the city and invite everyone you find to the banquet.’  So those servants went out on 

the roads and gathered everyone they found, both evil and good.  The wedding banquet was filled with guests.  
When the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed for a wedding.  So he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’  The man was speechless.  Then the king told the 
attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 

Background:  This parable is a continuation of the previous parable about the two sons.  Jesus is addressing the 
hypocritical behavior of the religious leaders.  They knew Jesus was talking about them and were planning his 

arrest.  Jesus was trying to get the leaders to understand that despite preaching about God’s laws, their 
rejection of Jesus as the Son of God, was rejecting God all together.  Old Testament prophets predicted the 

coming of Christ.  The religious leaders had the scriptures memorized, yet when Jesus came to fulfill the 
prophecy, they refused to believe. 

Devotion:  Birthday invitations are like gold to my kids.  The school rule is that if party invitations are sent to 
school, all students in the class must receive one.  When one of my children brings an invitation home, it is 

handed to me like the greatest treasure they have ever been given.  I may not know the host, my child may not 
want to attend the party, but to receive that invitation makes them feel accepted and loved.   

God wants each of us to know we are all invited to be a part of His party, His heavenly feast.  He doesn’t look at 
your past, your insecurities, or your lack of success; you are invited to be His guest.  In Jesus’ parable, everyone 
was invited to the wedding feast.  The religious elite had already declined their invitation, so the king opened 
the party to all.  The king observed the guests and noticed one was not properly dressed.  This doesn’t mean 

you have to look a certain way to be allowed into God’s kingdom, but it does mean that God wants you to take 
on His righteousness and sanctification.  Those are fancy words for understanding that our simple faith in God 

saves us and we need to live by that faith in order to become more like Jesus.  The guest wasn’t willing to 
accept what God was freely offering.  He wanted the cake but wasn’t willing to do what was asked of him to 

receive it.    

God wants all our lives, not just what we are willing to give to Him.  He wants the clean parts and the dirty parts.  
He is freely inviting us to the best, most exclusive party of our lives, but he wants us to surrender to Him.  This 

party isn’t just for the end of our lives or when Jesus returns, but a gift to live under His guidance and love every 
day.  You’re Invited!          

 

Read Deeper: Ephesians 2:1-10 – God’s Ultimate Gift 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



 

 

Day 7: God, Our Loving Master 

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing Your word to me.  Help me to read it, hear it, and live it out in my 
life today and in the days that follow.  Open my eyes to Your truth and my heart to Your love in ways I have 

never seen.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:14-30(MSG) 

“It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together and delegated responsibilities. 
To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their 

abilities. Then he left. Right off, the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s investment. The second 
did the same. But the man with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s money.  After a 

long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with them. The one given five 
thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You 

did your job well. From now on be my partner.’ “The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had 
doubled his master’s investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on 

be my partner.’ The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and hate careless 
ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I 
found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’7 “The 

master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like that! If you knew I was after 
the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you could have done would have been to invest the sum 
with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest.  Take the thousand and give it to the one 

who risked the most. And get rid of this “play-it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter 
darkness.’ 

 

Background: This was the final recorded parable Jesus shared before His death.  He was preparing to leave his 
followers with a great responsibility, sharing His great love with the rest of the world.  One of his followers 

would betray him and commit suicide, another would deny him three times and go on to build a great family of 
believers, God’s church.  Jesus gave all of them (and us) the same responsibility.  It is up to us how we would 

use our abilities to share His love with others.  We can either accept this calling for it to be multiplied or deny it 
and keep it hidden.   

Devotion: Narcissism is becoming an epidemic in our world.  In the age of abundant selfies and self-directed 
happiness, everyone is looking out for number 1.  It’s as if our calling in life is to do and say whatever makes us 
happy.  As believers, our calling is the opposite of narcissism.  In the all the parables, Jesus tells us we have a 
treasure in the love of God.  We are all called to share the saving love of God with everyone.  As a student, it 

may look like showing compassion to the bullied friend in class as well as the bully.  As an employee it may look 
like showing appreciation for those who help you make your job easier.  As a spouse it may look like sacrificially 

serving your wife when she has had a challenging week.  As a parent, loving your child despite the choices he 
makes.  God has placed each of us where we are in this season of our lives.  We don’t need a platform, You 

Tube Channel, or pulpit.  He has placed each of us within a circle of people with the opportunity to share His 
love to each of them on a regular basis.  Within our home, neighborhood, and workplace there are endless 
opportunities to give grace and love, support and encouragement.  God’s love in our lives is the catalyst by 

which we can show love to others.  What a waste it would be to live our days for ourselves, hiding the gift God 
has given to us all.     

         Read Deeper: 2 Peter 1:3-11 – Confirm your Calling 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope these devotionals have taught you a little more of God.  For each of 
us, we may have learned something completely different.  Its one of the 
great mysteries of God.  Depending on who we are and where we have 

been, His word can speak to us in an incredibly different way. 

I want you to know you are loved by a great God.  I want you to know that 
when you accept His love into your life, He can lead you into a world you 

never imagined.  A world full of hope and beautiful peace.    

I would love to hear from you if you spent time reading these devotionals.  
Thank you for subscribing to my blog and investing your energy into 

reading my heart. 

 

Leah Lively 

http://bayoublessingsblog.wordpress.com 

bayoublessingsblog@gmail.com 
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